These tables contain information on some of the important drug interactions with the SSRIs and other antidepressants. It is not fully comprehensive or inclusive and it is especially important to check out the possibility of an interaction occurring with drug combinations that you are not familiar with. Individual susceptibility and response to a drug interaction can be quite variable and the
clinical significance is often approached on a case by case basis.
The notes on importance and management give some advice but specialised texts such as Stockley's should be consulted for detailed information on clinical significance and management.
Fluoxetine, paroxetine and citalopram are metabolised by the cytochrome P-450 system in the liver but are substrates for different isoenzymes and vary in their potential to inhibit the metabolism of other drugs. In general, citalopram is less likely to cause drug interactions due to enzyme inhibition than fluoxetine or paroxetine. Drug interactions due to enzyme inhibition or induction are pharmacokinetic drug interactions. SSRIs (and other antidepressants) can also cause pharmacodynamic drug interactions where there is no change in the drug concentration of the interacting drug but the effects are additive or antagonistic due to the drug's pharmacological properties. Examples include additive sedation with CNS depressants and serotonin syndrome with other serotonergic drugs.
In Table 1 "All' refers to the three SSRIs available in New Zealand; paroxetine, fluoxetine and citalopram. 
